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Group Sets Safety Ne‘;_

10 Snatch Befectors
At Olympic Games

By Jay Mathews

Washungon Fost St Wriler

LCS ANGELES, April 13—Youth gangs in this run.

down peighborhood heve spray-painted red, blsck and -
white graffiti over the beige brick wall guarding the Little .
square building on West 24th Street. A few workmen ere !
paiching some interior walls. A colorful mure) of Tallinn

overlooking the Beltic Sea hsunts & dsrk ang empty
mesting room. L

Estonian House, for 30 vears & little-noticed pari of
deceving centrel Los Angeles, does pot seem 1o be the
sort of place 1 expect zn international incident. But it
bes been designzted 2 possible “sefe hovse” in & plan to

encowrzge mass Cefections 2t the 1884 Olympic Gemes

here. .
In an esczlsting series of outraged compizints, officiels

o the Soviet Union heve accused the US. government of -

encoureging the ecivities of & smell group of anti-Soviet
Americzns with ties to esstern Europe who went to keep
the Russians out of Los Angeles 2Jtogether.

The Soviets, in cemending & special meeting of the
International Olympic Commitiee on the_issue, heve in.
fizted the importance of the Ban the Soviete Coslition
out of proportion 10 the coelition’s numbers, but revealetl
what en internatioze] propeganda battleground 3he
Games may be this sunme:. - -

Tony Mazeika 2 coaliticn member from the Baltic
Americen Freedom League, speaks of plans 1o creste as
meny es 500 possible szfe houses and “z network of dif.
ferent people spezking different langueges” ready to belp
any defector from the Soviet bloe. i,

At a leegue meeting this week Mazeike seid, Estonian
House wes jdentified es & Lkely gathering point. From
the neerby corner of 24th Street and Ellendele place, one
cen easily see the University of Southern Californiz high-
rise dormitories Jess then & mile away from where hun.
dreds of Olympic zthletes will stay in one of the two
Ohmpic villages. : "

State Deperiment spokecmen heve denied sponsoring
or encoureging the cozlition's activities. But Mazeika soid
mexbers of his Jeezue met with Assistent Secretery of
Stete Elliot Abrzms on Merch 17 &t 2 human rights con-
ference in the Ambescedor Hotel here.

Abrems s2id this weel thet he told Mezeiks and oth-
s thet the State Depertment realized the possibilify of
Sefections 2! the Games and wowd be reedy es usuel to
Her physicel security 1o those seeking asylum, although
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the department wes peither encowraging nos
defections.

David Finzer, an Anglicen priest serving es the coali-
tion's representative in Washington, seid, however, that

discowragng|

~ be felt the State Depertment had been of little help. The
~cozlition feiled to persuade the department 1o ber some
of the 25 Aeroflot {lights the Soviets plar to meke to Los

Angeles during the Games.

“We get some off-the-record sympathy, 2nd that's ell”
Finzer said : )

Ope Resgan administration officizl seid the White
House had received Soviet complaints gbout the coeli-
tion, based on the assumption that “all countries cen

" control these things™ -

The official szid the White House passed the com-

. plaints on to the State Department and had done poth-

ing to encourage the coalition He said the sdminiStre-
tion wanted the Soviets et the Olympic Games so thst
President Reagen will have 2 “world stege” on which to
appear es an international Jeede: in &n election vear.

. David W. Balsiger, the coalition’s pationz) executive

“director, Orange County edvertising executive end au-

thor, said the Aeroflot fiights were zpproved through”
“pressure from [Los Angeles Olympic Orgenizing Com- .
mittee President Peter V.] Ueberroth on [presidentiel
counselor Michael K] Deaver and others” - T

But Baisiger said thet the addition of 2,000 Soviet
officils brought in on the Aerofiot flizhts “mey not be
such a disadvantege, becsuse there will pow be & Jot
more opportunities for defections.” :

In its endeavors the coelition hes secured the help of
severel Soviet bloc defectors, perucwiariy jormer INOvosT
press agency editor Yun Bezmenov. Dezmepov hes
cnaneed hic neme to Toma:s D). Schuman since the CLA
“heloed him surreptitiously leave 2 dipiomatic essignment
1n India in 1870 enc now works gs z writer 2nd politice]

In en interview, Schuman denounced the U.S. decision
to admit a larre Soviet cruise ship to Long Beach ang.
Los Angeles barbors. He said such ships keep entertzin-
ment facilities for visitors on their upper decks, while

Tneintaining “wer games” electronic surveillance eoulp- -

ment on lower decke 1o monitor U.S. radio and telephone
transmissions. ..

- Tbe cozlition began with a small group of southern
Californians upset st what they regarded as & weak of-

. ficial American resporse 1o the Soviet downing of 2 Ko-

;rezn Air Lines jetliver with 269 people aboerd lest Sep-
‘tember, - , o : ‘
{ “T gat quite irritated that the only-action this country
‘took wes & few strong statements and kicking out three
.Aeroflot ticket zgents,” Balsiger said. “I4 could have been
‘my kids on that plane” - . @ s . :
* Balsiger, who puts his zge at “about 35 is a restless
‘Costa Mesa entrepreneur who has run zdvertising cam.
‘paigns, pursued land desls, campaipned unsuceessfully
for Congress and written two best-selling books later
made into movies, “In Search of Nozh's Ark,” and.“The
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